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Upcoming Events
From 27 October 2020 onwards
New ‘Digital Services Act in Perspective’
Seminar Series!

The responsibilities of online platforms, competition and antitrust rules, the fight
against illegal content and disinformation online are at the top of the European
Union’s agenda. In a much anticipated legislative package - the Digital Services
Act (DSA), the European Commission is expected to propose new rules that will
profoundly reshape the future rulebook of internet platforms on these major
issues.
Our series of seminars offers an academic perspective on these developments,
to unpack the complex underlying issues of this forthcoming legislative
package, and discuss its possible implications.
Organised by the new Centre on Digitalisation, Democracy and
Innovation (CD2I) at VUB-IES in collaboration with the Chair 'Fundamental
Rights and the Digital Transformation' at VUB-LSTS and the Brussels
Privacy Hub; this series of seminars brings leading academic speakers, from
different horizons, to present their latest research and analysis on content
moderation, intermediary liabilities, competition rules and the regulation of
internet platforms.
The series hosts both experienced and leading thinkers, as well as younger
scholars who have written distinguished papers. In each one hour seminar, the
scholars present their cutting-edge insights, followed by a brief discussion with
the series hosts and ample time for interaction with the public.
Our virtual seminars will run monthly, from October 2020 onwards.
DSA #1 The expansion of content moderation
Date: Tuesday 27 October 2020
Time: 15:00-16:00 (Brussels Time)
Speaker: Tarleton Gillespie
DSA #2 Going Solo? Sense and Sensibility of National Platform Laws
in Light of the DSA Drafting Process
Date: Thursday 29 October 2020
Time: 15:00-16:00 (Brussels Time)
Speaker: Matthias C. Kettemann
DSA #3 Towards Smarter Regulation in the Areas of Competition,
Data Protection and Consumer Law: Why Greater Power Should
Come with Greater Responsibility
Date: Thursday 26 November 2020
Time: 15:00-16:00 (Brussels Time)

Speaker: Inge Graef
DSA #4 The Janus Face of Online Censorship
Date: Thursday 3 December 2020
Time: 15:30-16:30 (Brussels Time)
Speaker: Félix Tréguer

Register

4 November 2020
Mind reading via EEG – legal, ethical and
practical matters

On 4 November 2020, the Brussels Privacy Hub and the Health and
Ageing Law Lab will hold a webinar entitled "Mind reading via EEG – legal,
ethical and practical matters".
Human evolution is induced and accelerated by technology. Among a wide
range of areas, the human mind, as the “last and grandest biological frontier”,
became a distinctive point of interest for practitioners, developers, as well as
policy-makers. With the potential convergence of neuro-technologies and
information technologies, interference with the human brain and the human
mind exceeds the medical domain and becomes a means to facilitate wellbeing.
Although numerous technologies exist which are able to provide information of
the brain and the mind or affect it, today electroencephalography (EEG) seem to
rise above the others. The attributes of a 100-years-old neurological
examination technique (with special attention to its non-invasiveness,
portability, low cost, and outstanding temporal resolution) allow regular users to
utilize it in various aspects of life without any scientific expertise.
EEG-based tools are used for example in meditation, education or creating
immersive and emotion-adaptive ‘neuro-environments’ (e.g. MindSpaces
project). The goal of this session is to discuss not only the technical obstacles
such areas raise, but to delve into the legal and ethical dimension of such novel
form of innovation. In particular, as our consciousness, emotions and feelings
become subject to automated processing (e.g. artificial intelligence),
fundamental values like human dignity, privacy, and autonomy are threatened.
The session discusses the current barriers of interference (or the lack thereof)
with the human brain and human mind via EEG-based tools through the
following questions:
What are the technical limits of the use of EEG and what is it used for in
medical practice?
Is the tracing of emotions with EEG beyond moral and ethical boundaries?
How the privacy of the mind and mental integrity can be perceived and
how can EEG-based tools legally interfere with it?
What is the extent and who bears the liability of the sub-optimal
functioning of an EEG-based tool?
Time: 12:30 - 14:00 CEST (Brussels time)
Preliminary agenda

12.30-13.30 Presentations by the panelists
13.30-14.00 Q&A with audience and concluding remarks
Speakers (in alphabetical order)
Andrea Bertolini (Sant’Anna Pisa)
Michael Ganner (University of Innsbruck)
Laura Seynaeve (UZ Brussel)
Yash Shekhawat (Nurogames)
Verena Stühlinger (Private University UMIT Tirol)
Liv Victoria Vickery (Tirol Kliniken GmbH Innsbruck)
Chair and respondent (in alphabetical order)
István Böröcz (VUB)
Paul Quinn (VUB)
Venue: online. The platform, together with the link to attend the event, will be
communicated to the registered participants in due course.

Register

12 November 2020
Specifying the GDPR: Germany

THE SPECIFYING THE GDPR SERIES ARE RELAUNCHING!
‘One continent, one law’ is a motto that has been connected to the General
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) to emphasize its key role for overcoming the
fragmentation of the European Union (EU) data protection landscape.
Nevertheless, and despite the Regulation’s direct applicability across all EU
Member States, a multitude of national laws already co-exist with its provisions,
and a few more are expected. These national laws specify the GDPR rules,
operationalize them, and potentially modulate them. They might, in some
cases, also appear to contradict the GDPR, be in friction with other national
approaches, and/or trigger questions about the exact applicable rules in certain
scenarios.
On 12 November 2020, we will review developments in Germany, while
continuing a general discussion on how to apprehend national developments
across Member States.

Speakers:
Gloria González Fuster (Research Professor at VUB) Chair
Orla Lynskey (Associate Professor of Law at London School of
Economics, General rapporteur on Data Protection at the FIDE 2020
Congress)
Andreas Wiebe (Professor at Georg-August-University of Göttingen)
For further resources related to this event, please visit the Specifying the GDPR
Resources Page.
Time: 12:30 - 14:00
Venue: online. The platform, together with the link to attend the event, will be
communicated to the registered participants in due course.

Register

10 December 2020
Meet the Author Series: Web Privacy
Measurement and the Power of online
tracking technologies (Dr Rob Van Eijk)

This is the first lunchtime debate in the series which will be held online.
The debate will challenge the findings of Dr Rob Van Eijk on Web Privacy
Measurement and Real Rime Bidding in his dissertation at the University of
Leiden (2019).
The author is an expert on tracking cookies and similar tracking techniques
which are nowadays omnipresent on the internet. In fact, many popular online
services are made possible due to online advertisements. When you are about
to book a last-minute holiday online, you may experience that your purchase
intention follows you on other websites.
The debate will take place as part of the Meet The Author Series, which aims to
give authors of recent books and articles on privacy-related issues the
opportunity to present their works before a critical audience composed by
academics, private sector practitioners, policymakers, fundamental rights
advocates, European officials and so on.

Two experts will be invited to give their review, which is followed by a reaction of
the author. We end with a Q&A with the public on crucial questions.
Speakers:
Hielke Hijmans (Belgian DPA), chair
Rob Van Eijk (FPF), author
discussant(s) tbc
Time: 12:30 - 14:00
Program:
12.30-12.45 welcome by the Chair (Dr Hielke Hijmans) and introduction by the
author
12.45-13.15 critical remarks by discussants
13.15-13.30 reaction of the author
13.30-14.00 Q&A and wrap up
Venue: online. The platform, together with the link to attend the event, will be
communicated to the registered participants in due course.

Register

Past Events
22-26 June 2020
Summer Academy for Global Privacy Law
2020 - Confronting the new challenges

From 22 to 26 June 2020, the Summer Academy for Global Privacy
Law - Confronting the new Challenges reviewed the latest policy and legal
developments and explored the state of global privacy law in light of the Covid19 outbreak and its many implications.
Building on the successful experience of numerous editions of the European
Data Protection Law Summer School, it proposed innovative ways of interacting
in order to think together about the upcoming challenges of global privacy law.
The Summer Academy took place online and offered a unique programme on
international and European privacy and data protection law, made available from
Brussels to participants all over the world.
The Summer Academy engaged participants in discussing key developments
in the EU legal landscape and key issues under the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR); instruments such as the Council of Europe Convention
108+ and the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR); and the main
actors and institutions in the data protection and privacy world – encompassing
perspectives from outside the EU and the crucial issue of international data
transfers. It notably reviewed responses to the data protection challenges of
new technologies such as Artificial Intelligence (AI).

3 June 2020
Data Protection in the Time of COVID-19

On 3 June 2020, for the release of the second edition of the Data Protection
Handbook for Humanitarian Action, the ICRC has convened a panel of experts
to discuss how, in today's technological landscape, data protection is a more
essential concern than ever.
The event brought together specialists from the humanitarian, new tech,
academic, legal, data protection and health sectors. They looked at the
dilemmas that an increasing digitalization of the COVID-19 crisis could bring,
and at what measures could be taken to ensure that technology is a relevant
contributor to the fight against the pandemic, not an additional risk factor.
The event tackled the issue from different perspectives, from exploring why
contact tracing is important in the fight against a pandemic to the requirements
for a safer contact tracing solutions, and provided some concrete
recommendations for humanitarian actors and actors working in emergency
settings.

18 June 2020
The Promise of “Blockchain”: DLT-based
applications re-shape data storage and
sharing, but can they be compliant with
the EU data protection law?

On 18 June 2020, the Brussels Privacy Hub and the Health and Ageing Law
Lab (HALL) in synergy with the Horizon 2020-funded research projects: CyberTrust| Advanced Cyber-Threat Intelligence, Detection, and Mitigation Platform for

a Trusted Internet of Things, FASTER | First responder Advanced technologies
for Safe and efficienT Emergency Response, and LOCARD | Lawful evidence
collecting and continuity platform development held the webinar ‘The Promise
of “Blockchain”: DLT-based applications re-shape data storage and
sharing, but can they be compliant with the EU data protection law?’.
A summary of the event is available here.

1 September 2020
Follow the Sun: A Digital Launch of the
Data Protection Handbook (2nd ed.)

On 1 September 2020, for the official launch of the second edition of the
Handbook on Data Protection in Humanitarian Action, the ICRC has organized
an all-day digital event to discuss how, in today's technological landscape, data
protection is a more essential concern than ever.
The day-long event included the following panels:
Digital Identity and Biometrics
Covid-19 and Contact Tracing Applications
Use of Social Media and Messaging Applications
Connectivity as Aid
Blockchain
Training, Education and Literacy - Grounding data protection in
operational realities
Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning
Wrap-up and looking ahead

3 September 2020
Making the General Data Protection
Regulation simple for Small and Mediumsized enterprises

On 3 September 2020, the STAR II consortium – composed of the
Hungarian National Authority for Data Protection and Freedom of Information
(NAIH), Trilateral Research (TRI) and the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB) –, in
collaboration with the Brussels Privacy Hub, presented and discussed the
(draft) Guidance for DPAs on good practices to run hotlines for SMEs
and the (draft) Handbook on European data protection law for SMEs.
The event was aimed at presenting and seeking feedback on the two
documents to further advance them.

News
Many thanks to Amy Weatherburn! (1
October 2020)
All of us at the Hub give our deepest thanks and best wishes to Amy
Weatherburn, who has completed her PhD and has moved on to new
challenges. Paul De Hert and Christopher Kuner, Co-Directors of the Hub,
stated: “We give our deepest thanks and appreciation to Amy for all she has

done for the Hub as Managing Director since its inception. Her hard work has
been a critical factor in getting the Hub off the ground and making it the
success it is today. We wish her the best for the future, and will always consider
her part of the Hub family.

The Brussels Privacy Hub has been
nominated for a #GoodID Award! Cast your
vote before 22 October 2020! (17
September 2020)
Convened by Omidyar Network, Good ID is a global movement for good digital
identity, made up of individuals, businesses, and governments who campaign
for digital dignity, data protection, human-centered technologies, and quality
identification programs.
A number of individuals and organizations are nominated across multiple
categories.
The Brussels Privacy Hub has been nominated, alongside other nominees
who’re working towards privacy, security, & accountability in digital identity.
Now it’s up to the public to vote for their choice of community champions.
You can cast your vote good-id.org/awards/2020

HUB co-director Christopher Kuner on
Schrems II and the future of data transfers
(17 July 2020)
Hub co-director Christopher Kuner published a post on European Law Blog
entitled 'The Schrems II judgment of the Court of Justice and the
future of data transfer regulation'. Read it here!

HUB co-director Christopher Kuner on Data
Sharing and Protection in Times of
Coronavirus (16 April 2020)
Hub co-director Christopher Kuner published a piece on 'Data Sharing and
Protection in Times of Coronavirus' on the Verfassungsblog. Read it here!

Publications
Brussels Privacy Hub Working papers
N°25 The Dark Side of the MOOC? The Rise of EdTech in Times of COVID-19: A
Data Protection Challenge for Universities (August 2020) by Jonas Botta,
Postdoctoral Researcher at the German Research Institute for Public
Administration and Reader in Human Rights Law at the Berlin School of
Economics and Law
N°24 Individuation: re-imagining data privacy laws to protect against digital
harms (July 2020) by Anna Johnston, Principal of Salinger Privacy
N°23 Logic and Key Points of China’s Cybersecurity Review Measures (June
2020) by Yanqing Hong, Senior Fellow, Law and Development Institute, Peking
University of China, Edited by Vagelis Papakonstantinou, Brussels Privacy Hub
N°22 The “Ethification” of Privacy and Data Protection Law in the European
Union. The Case of Artificial Intelligence (May 2020) by Niels van Dijk and Simone
Casiraghi
N°21 Article 8 ECHR compliant and foreseeable surveillance: the ECtHR’s
expanded legality requirement copied by the CJEU. A discussion of European
surveillance case law (April 2020) by Paul De Hert & Gianclaudio Malgieri
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