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On	12	 November	 2019,	 the	Brussels	 Privacy	 Hub	 (BPH)	 inaugurated	 a
new	series	of	events	aimed	at	initiating	an	overview	of	national	perspectives	and
legal	developments	related	to	the	General	Data	Protection	Regulation	(GDPR),
entitled	“Specifying	the	GDPR:	Member	States	perspectives”.
	
The	 ambition	 of	 this	 new	 series	 is	 to	 offer	 a	 space	 for	 academic	 discussion
around	 the	 many	 issues	 triggered	 by	 national	 laws	 that	 specify,	 develop	 or
somehow	modulate	GDPR	interpretation	and	implementation	across	the	various
Member	States.	As	 regards	 the	 format,	 there	 shall	 be	 three	events	per	 year,
where	 national	 experts	 will	 be	 invited	 to	 discuss,	 in	 an	 open	way,	 the	major
points	 regarding	 the	 Regulation	 in	 the	 legal	 framework	 of	 their	 expertise,
together	 with	 selected	 experts	 providing	 broader	 views	 on	 national
developments.
	
The	kick-off	event	was	devoted	to	developments	in	France.
	
The	 invited	 speakers	 were	 Karolina	 Mojzesowicz	 (Deputy	 Head	 of	 Data
Protection	 Unit	 at	 European	 Commission-DG	 JUST),	 who	 put	 forward	 general
considerations	 about	 GDPR	 specification	 in	 the	 various	 Member	 States;	 and
Olivia	Tambou	(Senior	Lecturer	in	European	Law	at	Université	Paris-Dauphine),
who	 presented	 the	 main	 features	 and	 challenges	 of	 the	 of	 GDPR-related
developments	in	France.
The	discussion	was	chaired	by	Gloria	González	Fuster	(Co-Director	of	LSTS	/
VUB).
	
A	summary	of	the	event	is	avalable	here.
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Past	Events
12	November	2019

Specifying	the	GDPR:	Member	States
perspectives	-	France

19	November	2019
3rd	Annual	Brussels	Privacy	Symposium

Exploring	the	Intersection	Of	Data
Protection	and	Competition	Law



On	 19	 November	 2019,	 the	 Brussels	 Privacy	 Symposium	 brought
together	thought	leaders	in	data	protection	and	privacy	law,	competition
law	and	regulators	from	both	the	EU	and	the	US	to	discuss	the	complex
issues	arising	from	the	intersection	of	these	two	areas	of	law.
	
A	 recent	 decision	 of	 the	 German	 Competition	 Authority;	 the	 creation	 of	 the
Digital	Clearinghouse	hosted	by	the	European	Data	Protection	Supervisor;	the
recent	 series	 of	 public	 hearings	 on	 competition,	 consumer	 protection	 and
privacy	 hosted	 by	 the	 Federal	 Trade	 Commission	 in	 the	 U.S.;	 the	 Report	 on
“Competition	Policy	for	the	Digital	Era”	published	by	the	European	Commission
–	 these	 are	 only	 some	 of	 the	 core	 developments	 shaping	 a	 new	 approach
towards	digital	markets,	competitors,	and	consumers.
	
The	presentations	of	the	speakers	are	avalable	here.	

26	November	2019
Of	spiders	and	robots:	webcrawling	as

opportunity	and	threat	vs.	data	protection
law	as	facilitator	and	obstacle



On	 26	 November	 2019,	 the	 Brussels	 Privacy	 Hub	 co-organised	 with
Horizon	 2020-funded	 research	 project	 Cyber-Trust	 |	 Advanced	 Cyber-Threat
Intelligence,	Detection,	and	Mitigation	Platform	for	a	Trusted	Internet	of	Things	a
lunch-time	event	about	webcrawling.
	
The	 panel	 discussed	 the	 legality	 and	 proportionality	 of	 web	 crawling
from	the	point	of	view	of	privacy	and	data	protection	law,	as	well	as
the	current	‘self-regulatory’	framework.
The	panelists	gave	an	overview	of	what	web	crawling	entails	 from	a	 technical
point	of	view	and	outlined	the	purposes	of	the	use	of	web	crawling	in	business,
research	 and	 law	 enforcement.	 Building	 on	 that	 technical	 description,	 the
discussion	moved	to	the	implementation	of	the	EU	data	protection	law	and	the
compatibility	 with	 the	 data	 protection	 principles.	 Preventive,	 protective	 and
informative	 measures	 deployed	 by	 website	 operators	 were	 presented	 and
debated.

On	29	November	 2019,	 The	Brussels	 Privacy	Hub,	 the	 Cyber	 and	 Data
Security	 Lab,	 the	 China	 Internet	 Development	 Foundation	 and	 the
Cybersecurity	Association	of	China	co-hosted	a	full-day,	by-invitation	only
symposium	entiled	"EU-China	Symposium	on	Data	Security	and	Personal	Data
Protection"	 aimed	 at	 providing	 researchers,	 entrepreneurs	 and	 government
officials	 from	 Europe	 and	 China	 a	 unique	 opportunity	 to	 discuss	 about
regulatory	policy,	industrial	development	and	future	cooperation.

29	November	2019
EU-China	Symposium	on	Data	Security	and

Personal	Data	Protection

9	December	2019
Meet	the	Author	with	Prof.	Dan	Svantesson

(Bond	University)



On	9	December	2019,	the	Brussels	Privacy	Hub	had	the	last	appointment
with	the	Meet	the	Author	Series	for	the	year	2019	with	Prof.	Dan	Svantesson
(Bond	University,	Australia),	author	of	the	world’s	first	Internet	&	Jurisdiction
Global	Status	Report	launched	at	the	United	Nations	Internet	Governance
Forum	and	published	by	the	Internet	and	Jurisdiction	Policy	network.
	
Discussants	were	Christopher	Kuner	(Professor	at	Vrije	Universiteit	Brussels)
and	Laura	Drechsler	(Doctoral	researcher	at	Vrije	Universiteit	Brussels	/	FWO
Aspirant).	 The	debate	was	 chaired	 by	Hielke	 Hijmans	 (Director/President	 of
Litigation	Chamber	at	Belgian	Data	Protection	Authority).
	
A	summary	of	the	debate	is	available	here.

On	21	January	2020,	the	Brussels	Privacy	Hub	organised	a	panel	about
ePrivacy	for	the	opening	evening	of	the	CPDP	Computers,	Privacy	and	Data
Protection	conference.
This	event	analysed	the	extent	to	which	the	ePrivacy	reform	and	its	evolution

21	January	2020
State	surveillance	and	the	evolution	of

ePrivacy	reform:	the	hidden	agenda	behind
a	fundamental	rights	instrument



could	lend	itself	to	State	surveillance	or	instead	protects	important	State
interests	whilst	better	safeguarding	fundamental	rights,	making	also
recommendations	for	what	should	happen	in	the	next	part	of	this	ongoing
process.
	
Panelists	were	Cornelia	Kutterer	 (Senior	Director,	EU	Government	Affairs	AI,
privacy	 and	 digital	 policies	 Corporate,	 External,	 and	 Legal	 Affairs	 (CELA)	 at
Microsoft),	Joris	van	Hoboken	(Professor	of	 law	at	Vrije	Universiteit	Brussel	/
Senior	Researcher	at	the	Institute	for	Information	Law,	University	of	Amsterdam),
Peter	Eberl	(Deputy	Head	of	Unit	for	Cybersecurity	and	Digital	Privacy	Policy	at
the	 European	 Commission'	 DG	 CONNECT)	 and	 Frederik	 Zuiderveen
Borgesius	 (Professor	 of	 Law	 at	 iHub	 &	 iCIS	 Institute	 for	 Computing	 and
Information	 Sciences,	 Radboud	 University	 Nijmegen).	Estelle	 Massé	 (Senior
Policy	 Analyst	 and	 Global	 Data	 Protection	 Lead	 at	 Access	 NowAccess	 Now)
chaired	the	event.
Opening	remarks	by	Mistale	Taylor	(Fellow	at	Brussels	Privacy	Hub	and	Senior
Research	Analyst	at	Trilateral	Research).

On	 27	 February	 2020,	 sixth	 appointment	 with	 the	 Digital	 Data	 Flows
Masterclass,	the	yearlong	educational	program	designed	to	help	policymakers,
regulators,	 and	 staff	 better	 understand	 the	 data-driven	 technologies	 at	 the
forefront	of	data	protection	law	&	policy.
	
The	event	featured	experts	on	Facial	Recognition.
	
Topic	addressed	included:
	

Differences	 between	 types	 of	 video	 analytics	 software,	 including:
detection,	characterization,	persistent	tracking,	and	face	recognition	(1:1
verification	and	1:Many	identification),	and	how	data	can	be	used	for	these
purposes	in	real-world	situations.
How	the	accuracy	of	facial	recognition	software	tools	can	be	measured	for
differences	 between	 demographic	 groups	 (such	 as	 race,	 age,	 or	 sex),
with	a	presentation	on	how	facial	recognition	software	is	currently	being
evaluated	 by	 the	 U.S.	 National	 Institute	 of	 Standards	 and	 Technology
(NIST).

	

Data	 protection	 and	 the	 COVID-19
outbreak:	list	of	resources
	
The	 outbreak	 of	 COVID-19	 and	 subsequent	 initiatives	 and	 policy	 measures
trigger	many	crucial	privacy	and	data	protection	law	issues.	Many	of	them	are	of
direct	interest	for	LSTS	researchers,	most	notably	in	the	context	of	the	Brussels
Privacy	Hub	(BPH)	work	on	data	protection	in	humanitarian	action.
The	list	of	resources	is	available	here.

27	February	2020
Digital	Data	Flows	Masterclass
Session	6:	Facial	Recognition
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Prof.	 Paul	 De	 Hert	 will	 present	 at
Conference	 "Convention	 108+	 And	 the
future	data	protection	global	standard"
	
On	19	November	2019,	Prof.	Paul	de	Hert	presented	 ‘The	Convention	108	+
and	 the	 regulation	 of	 Big	 Data’,	 speech	 at	 the	 Academic	 Conference
"Convention	108+	And	the	 future	data	protection	global	standard",	organised
by	the	Council	of	Europe	and	the	University	of	Torino,	Strasbourg

	
Prof.	 Joris	 van	 Hoboken	 discussed	 Privacy
by	 Design	 at	 IAPP	 Europe	 Data	 Protection
Congress	in	Brussels
	
On	20	November	2019,	Prof.	Joris	van	Hoboken	discussed	the	implications	of	AI
and	Privacy	by	Design	 at	 IAPP	Europe	Data	 Protection	Congress	 in	Brussels,
arguing	 that	 one	 of	 the	 most	 visible	 effects	 of	 the	 GDPR	 has	 been	 the
introduction	of	technology	as	part	of	the	problem-solving.

New	publications	in	the	Brussels	Privacy	Hub	Working	Papers:
	
WORKING	PAPER	•	VOL.	6	•	N°	18	•	January	2020	-	Challenging	algorithmic
profiling:	The	limits	of	data	protection	and	anti-discrimination	in	responding	to
emergent	discrimination	by	visiting	scholar	Dr	Monique	Mann	and	Professor
Tobias	Matzner
	
WORKING	PAPER	•	VOL.	6	•	N°	19	•	February	2020	-	Access	to	the	Internet	in
the	EU:	a	policy	priority,	a	fundamental,	a	human	right	or	a	concern	for
eGovernment?
by	Lina	Jasmontaite	and	Paul	de	Hert
	
WORKING	PAPER	•	VOL.	6	•	N°	20	•	March	2020	-	The	Proposed	ePrivacy
Regulation:	The	Commission's	and	the	Parliament's	Drafts	at	a	Crossroads?	by
Elena	Gil	González,	Paul	De	Hert	&	Vagelis	Papakonstantinou
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